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Your Statutory Obligations

Section 40: Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006

“Every public body must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so
far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the
purpose of conserving biodiversity”
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Local Authority Services and Biodiversity

How can this leaflet help you?

This leaflet should act as a source of inspiration for
how you can have clear regard for biodiversity in
your work.

The centrefold illustration provides a ‘bird’s eye
view' of where biodiversity conservation is relevant
across a wide range of local authority services

and functions.

Throughout the leaflet, practical examples show
how a local authority can take effective action for

biodiversity conservation — drawing on different
information sources and a vast amount of existing
good practice. These examples are organised into
four main sections, reflecting the themes presented
in Defra’s Guidance for Local Authorities on
Implementing the Biodiversity Duty (2007).

This leaflet also emphasises that biodiversity is a
truly cross-cutting issue and can contribute to the
delivery of other local authority services and targets.

Local authorities in England and Wales have a key role to play in the
conservation of biodiversity and this is now recognised and formalised
within Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities
(NERC) Act 2006, where:

“Every public body must, in exercising its functions, have
regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of

those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity”

What does the duty mean for local authorities?
A local authority that is actively implementing the NERC duty will be able to show that:

e biodiversity conservation and enhancement is
appropriately integrated throughout all
departmental policies and activities

e all staff, managers and elected members
understand how biodiversity issues relate to
their own decisions and actions

e it provides sustained support to local biodiversity
initiatives, such as Local Biodiversity Action Plans,
Biological Records Centres and Local Site systems

What is biodiversity?

e biodiversity, in particular species and habitats
of principle importance, is properly protected
and enhanced in line with statutory nature
conservation obligations

e it has access to professional ecological expertise
and up-to-date biodiversity information

e it reports on progress towards national and local
biodiversity targets.

Biodiversity is the variety of life on earth, and includes all species of plants and animals and the

natural systems that support them. Biodiversity describes our natural wealth, which makes up the

living landscape around us, sustains ecological systems and enhances our quality of life. It is an
important component of the view from our window, the food we eat, the clothes we wear, the materials
and medicines we use, and the functioning of natural systems and processes on which our lives depend.
Given its enormous benefits, our responsibility to conserve biodiversity is unquestionable.

Biodiversity:

is critical in our response to climate change adaptation and mitigation
supports the ecosystem services that maintain air, soil and water quality
and that reduce flooding and pollution

provides opportunities for community engagement, volunteering and
learning and can improve peoples’ health and well-being

signifies local character and distinctiveness, and offers opportunities to
improve local areas through landscape-scale restoration and creation

e contributes to stronger local economies

e provides us with essential products and materials.
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Local Authority Services and Biodiversity

1 Local policies and strategies

Local authorities should consider and integrate biodiversity conservation throughout all their policies
and strategies (for example waste, transport, education). Cross-departmental consultation, ecological
expertise and the support of a wide range of partners will be crucial in achieving this. Of key importance
is the Local Strategic Partnership. This covers all service areas and plays a significant role in the setting
and implementation of the vision for the local area through the Sustainable Community Strategy and
Local Area Agreement. Biodiversity is an essential component of these documents - informed by the
Local Biodiversity Action Plan and the Local Site system partnerships.

Local Strategic Partnerships, Sustainable
Community Strategies and Local Area
Agreements

The Local Area Agreement in Wiltshire was

the first to incorporate a specific environment
block. It contains three areas: waste; biodiversity;
and energy. Wiltshire Wildlife Trust has been
actively engaged with the County Council and
leads the environment block in collaboration with
other organisations. This has drawn together all
those involved in biodiversity work to agree their
shared priorities and helped the County Council to
enshrine them within its activities. These priorities
include: using the planning process; Local Site
system; community engagement processes; and
the provision of high quality biological information
to protect and enhance biodiversity.

A partnership including Dorset County Council,
Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and
Dorset Wildlife Trust is working to deliver Local
Area Agreement targets for grassland in Dorset.
The Agreement aims to get Local Sites supporting
unimproved grassland into good condition.
Funding from the Agreement facilitates: survey
work; site management statements; landowner
liaison; and habitat enhancement work.
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Local Biodiversity Action Plans and
partnerships

In partnership with Derbyshire Wildlife Trust and
other local organisations, Chesterfield Borough
Council has written and adopted a “Greenprint

for Biodiversity” which translates UK and Local
Biodiversity Action Plan targets and actions to a
district level. The Council has a cross-departmental
steering group for the Greenprint and has
implemented a number of projects including a
hedgerow survey and training for pest control
officers on water vole conservation.

Each District Council in Staffordshire has a Local
Area Agreement target for Biodiversity Action Plan
habitat creation. Staffordshire Wildlife Trust was
engaged in the development of the Agreement
and is now working with each local authority to
meet the targets.

Neighbourhood renewal

By working in partnership with Preston City
Council, Central Lancashire Primary Care Trust
and neighbourhood organisations, The Wildlife
Trust for Lancashire, Manchester and North
Merseyside has secured Neighbourhood
Renewal Funds in Preston to deliver a
community health programme. The project
encourages people to use open spaces for
exercise and relaxation and also improve these
sites for biodiversity through volunteering.
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Bridges and structures often

Integrating biodiversity into local authority activity contain bats and breeding birds.
Maintenance works to these must
Local authorities have a duty to Under the Land Drainage Act 1994, have regard for such species.
protect, manage and enhance Sites the authority must have regard to The timing and/or method of
of Special Scientific Interest  (SSSls) biodiversity issues in all of its  land works must take account of
under their ownership, and should be drainage functions their presence.

working towards DefraOs Public Service
Agreement target to bring them into
favourable condition by 2010.

The grounds of many cemeteries
can be sympathetically managed
to also benefit a wide range of
biodiversity.

Many council-owned historic
buildings provide homes for
important biodiversity, such as
breeding birds and bats. All bats
are legally protected against harm
and disturbance.

Many linear walking and cycling
routes (such as disused railway
lines) also offer excellent
opportunities for biodiversity
conservation and enhancement.

In any potential sale of council
property, property services must
have regard for the implications
on European Protected Species.

Building control must have regard
for the presence of European
Protected Species (e.g. bats) when
considering Demolition Notices.
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Parks and public open spaces
offer excellent opportunities for
biodiversity conservation and
enhancement that can be easily
enjoyed by local people.
Management operations must
also take account of protected
species, such as great crested
newts, in ponds.

Local authorities should provide
leadership in establishing and
maintaining partnerships to

identify and manage Local
Wildlife/Geological Sites D taking
responsibility for their selection

and protection, particularly

within the planning process.

The authority has powers to formally
declare and manage Local Nature
Reserves (LNRs) for the benefit of
both wildlife and people.

Green Infrastructure is a term that describes the natural environment resource that supports people and wildlife.

It comprises the network of protected sites, nature reserves, green spaces (including local parks, sports grounds,
cemeteries, gardens, allotments, commons), linkages (including river and canal corridors and floodplains, roadside
verges, hedges, railway embankments), ecologically functional landscapes and the wider countryside. Green Infrastructure
can deliver essential ecological services to ensure we live within environmental limits; improve health and well-being
through leisure and cultural experience; and help conserve biodiversity by creating and connecting important habitats.

It should be incorporated and enhanced within land development, growth management and built infrastructure planning.
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